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• The top 5 countries that UK 

TNE is delivered in has 

remained constant since 

12/13, but there are changes 

in the next 5 countries, 

showing this is an evolving 

landscape 

 

• There are only 15 countries 

where the UK does not offer 

any HE TNE 

 

• Excluding the BSc in Applied 

Accounting offered through 

Oxford Brookes University 

and ACCA, the rate of TNE 

growth is 13.4% between 

12/13 and 14/15 



Students 

NB: if we exclude BSc Applied Accountancy Oxford Brookes/ACCA students, 75% 
of TNE students study with 19% of the UK HEIs providing HE TNE 

UK universities delivering TNE, including all Oxford Brookes AOR returns 



Regions (programmes) 

• Over one quarter of programmes are delivered to students in 
Asia 

• EU accounts for just under a quarter of programmes 
• Africa and the Middle East account for 14% and 13% respectively 
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Countries (students) 

Excludes BSc Applied Accounting through 

Oxford Brookes University/ACCA 
Includes BSc Applied Accounting through 

Oxford Brookes University/ACCA 



Host countries /  

receiving countries 

Home countries /  

sending(delivering) countries 

China 27 United States 77 

United Arab Emirates, Dubai 24 United Kingdom 45 

Singapore 13 Russia  22 

Qatar 11 Australia 19 

Malaysia 9 France 15 

France/South Korea/Uzbekistan 6 India 11 

C-BERT (2016), C-BERT Branch Campus Listing 

Scale of global branch campuses (2016) 
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The Scope of UK HE TNE 
 

• Since 12/13, there has been an 

increase in the flexibility of offer in 

mode of delivery, with more 

programmes being offered as full 

time, part time, or both 

 

• There is small but growing 

mobility between TNE hosts and 

the UK as part of TNE 

programmes 

 

• Over half of programmes are 

delivered through distance or 

online learning 

 

• Only 1% of programmes were 

reported as ‘blended’ learning 
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Level of study 
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Level of study 



Registrations 
Increase in joint/dual registration 

• >60% students jointly registered, especially Social Studies and 

Law, Science and Education 

• Medical and related programmes tend to be joint registrations 

• No difference in likelihood of joint/single registration at 

undergraduate or postgraduate levels 

• Full-time students most likely to be jointly registered 

 

Decline in UK only registration 

• Almost all distance/online programmes register only with the UK 

provider 

• Even distribution of joint and UK only registration for 

programmes delivered via physical presence 

 

Decline in overseas only registration 

• Although almost all programmes/students involving local 

partnership delivery registered with host provider 
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What works?  
The nature of partnerships 



What works? 
Case study lessons 
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• Strategic alignment between partners  

 

• Champions 

 

• Whole institution approaches 

 

• Long term commitment 

 

• Resource management 

 

• Reflection to improve home delivery 

 

 

Staff 

Students 

Benefits 

Staff 

Partnerships 

Opportunities 

Management 

and  

oversight 



Case studies 
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• Bangor College China (BCC) 

• University of Greenwich validated degrees at October University for Modern Sciences 

and Arts (MSA) 

• Staffordshire University’s validated degrees at Asia Pacific University of Technology 

and Innovation (APU) 

• Oxford Brookes University’s programme with the Association of Chartered Certified 

Accountants  (ACCA) 

• Heriot-Watt University Dubai and Malaysia Campuses 

• Goldsmiths, University of London validated degrees at LASALLE College of the Arts 

• SWJTU-Leeds Joint School 

• University of Bradford’s franchised degrees at Namal College 

• Newcastle University Medicine Malaysia (NUMed) 

• University of Glasgow-Nankai University Joint Graduate School 

• Lancaster University Ghana 

• University of Liverpool’s online degree programmes with Laureate Online Education 



Lawton (2016), Lessons from Thailand 

Ilieva (2016), Global Trends Shaping TNE 

What next? The future of partnerships 



What next? Planned growth 
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Four in five of the universities that commented on future plans plan to expand 

their TNE provision. There is growing sophistication of approaches to TNE 

development and management across UK universities, resulting in improved 

benefits for TNE hosts 

 



Trends: opportunities and models 
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• Regions expressing interest in hosting UK TNE remain Asia and MEA 

 appetite still exists in main markets - but requirements more 

specific 

 interest is expanding across countries within that are expanding 

 

• Increase since 12/13 in the flexibility of offer in mode of delivery, with 

more programmes being offered as full time, part time, or both 

 

• Small but growing mobility between TNE hosts and the UK as part of 

TNE programmes 

 

• Over half of programmes are delivered through distance or online 

learning 

 

• Only 1% of programmes were reported as ‘blended’ learning 



Future markets: 2014 predictions 
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British Council (2014), The Shape of Things to Come 2 



Global Gauge 
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Final measurements 
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